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 Thank You!  
  March 21, 2011 ï Ontario Steelheaders Presidents Report  
 

Welcome everyone, to a new year and another e xciting steelhead season. Much has come to pass over the last few months.  The 

Ontario Steelheaders have a new set of Directors, an MNR liaison, and a new Dennyôs Park Committee. 
 

With this comes the passing of the torch from some people whose shoes will be very hard to fill.  So thanks must be passed on 

to these people.  First and foremost, thanks to Rod Jones and his crew of hard workers who for years put their dedication, hard 
work and effort into getting things where they are today. 
 

Also thanks to those who have been involved in the past,  i.e. past, and interim directors, MNR personnel and land owners. 
 

Thank you to the Ministry of Natural Resources who have put into place things like Communities Fisheries Involvement Program 

and improvement of the Walkerton  fish way.  And hopefully the continued support of the existing projects and those planned for 

the future.  
 

The Lake Huron Fishing Club has reared tens of thousands of yearling rainbows and assisted in the egg collection again year 
after year.  Your time a nd effort is invaluable to us.  For this, we thank you!  
 

Thanks to Darryl Choronzey for his tireless efforts as Fisheries Liaison Officer for the Ontario Steelheaders; making sure that all 

things are in place, and moving in a forward direction. 
 

And finally, thanks to you the members , who have come back in strong numbers to show the support of what has taken place in 

the past and for the future.  Without your efforts, we couldnôt have done this alone. 
 

In case you havenôt seen or heard; Dennyôs Park endured some of its own changes as a result of the formation  of an ice dam 
causing the park to flood to levels not seen since the mid 90ôs.  The park may not open as early as usual, due to the rem nants of 

ice chunks left behind, and there will be some clean-up but it has held its ground with no serious damage. 
 

There are some very exciting things that will be taking place this year and into the future as youôll read in the pages of this 
newsletter. I hope youôre as excited as I am about all the good news coming from the O.S these days!!  

 

I am asking all members to think about how you can get more involved in the OS like submitting an article to the newsletter on 

something youôd like to share with your fellow Steelheaders like fishing techniques, a project report, safety tips, or m aybe just to 

write a story about a trip you made with your buddies or family that you may have found exciting.  Everyone will appreciate your 
contribution whatever the content.  
 

You may want to think about becoming a d irector so you can add new and possibly better ideas and energies to ensure that the 

O.S. is here for years to come.  The OS needs your continuing support in order to keep our great resource  protected, growing 
and moving forward.  Please feel free to contact my self or any one of the Director s with your interests or questions.  
 

Yours in Fishing!  
 

Karl Redin 
President  

Ontario Steelheaders  
president@ontariosteelheaders.ca  

 

mailto:president@ontariosteelheaders.ca


  
 
 

2011 Membership Application Form 
 

New Membership_______ Renewal Membership_______ (Check one) 
 

Name________________________________________________________________________  

 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
City__________________________ Province ______  Postal Code______________ 

 
Telephone  _______________________   Email  _____________________________ 

 

  Ž I wish to opt out of receiving  newsletters and  other communications by mail (paper 

copy). I prefer to receive communications by E -mail only  

 
Please Circle the Type of Membership Required Below: 

 
Regular 1 Year = $25.00        Regular 3 Year = $60.00          Family 1 Year = $30 .00 

 

Junior 1 Year (16 years or under) = 10.00      Senio r 1 Year (age 65 and over) = $20 .00 
 

List all Names for Family Membership                                             New              Renew  
 

________________________________________                                     ____               _____  
 

________________________________________                                     ____               _____ 
 

________________________________________                                     ____               _____  
 

________________________________________                                    ____               _____  
 

NOTE: For Family Membership, all correspondence will be addressed to the person first named above. 

                                                                            
I am interested in the following:                                                                                                                                           

 
Stream Rehabilitation ____   Egg Collection/Adult Transfer _____ Smolt Release___ Hatchery Work____ 

 

Committee / Director  Work ______News and Media Work _____Other__________________________________ 
 

I have enclosed a cheque/money order for $______________  with this membership application, payable to : 
 

The Ontario Steelheaders  
Box 604, Brantford, On. 

N3T 5P9 

 
Please allow 3 weeks from time of receipt of this application, for mailing of Membership Cards, crests and decals. 

 

 

 www.ontariosteelheaders.ca  

 

P.O. BOX 604  
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO  
N3T 5P 9 

 
Improving Access and Habitat for 

Migratory Rainbow Trout.  

 

http://www.ontariosteelheaders.ca/


 

Your Management team : 
 

General elections were held in October of 2010, where the members elected their new Board of 
Directors. Voter participation at the Fall Derby ceremonies was very high and the voters made very clear 
choices. The 2011 Board of Directors of the Ontario Steelheaders is as follows: 

 
 

Karl Redin , president  --  president@ontariosteelh eaders.ca  

 

Madeline Walker , membership director  --  membership@ontariosteelheaders.ca  

 

Al Frenette , news and media  --  webmaster@ontariosteelhea ders.ca  

 

Harold Curtis , secretary - t reasurer          

 

Carlo Baldassarra , merchandise  director        

 

Don Power , Fundraising director  

 

Dave Munro , social events director   

 
                   

          Rod and Shirley Jones  

            
Around the same time,  a Special Committee designed to steer and manage The Dennyôs Park 

Project  was hand-picked by the projectôs former Chairman, Mr. Rod Jones. Rod has stepped down as 
chairman but remains on the committee.  Your 2011 Dennyôs Park Project Committee, are as follows: 

 

 

Project Chairman  --  Gary Sherman  

 
Committee members  -- Rod Jones, Doug Swan, Carol Turner, Pete Gilles, Darek Czarnota.  

 
 

Soon after the election in Octob er, The Board of Directors selected Mr . Darryl Choronzey  as 

Spokesperson , and  Fisheries  Liai son  Officer  for the Ontario Steelheaders . Mr. Choronzey accepted the offer, 
and has been hard at work ever since! 
 

Please take a moment to thank, and encourage these people for not only their hard 
work to date , but for the work that lies before them. All o f them have been very busy putting 
their own projects in motion to prot ect, and enhance our fishery,  add value to your 
membership dollars , and enjoyment to your experience at Dennyôs Park. 

 

Grindstone Angling 

     flyshop@grindstoneangling.com 

 

Ontarioôs Premier Fly Shop, 
Outfitter & Guide Service 

 

905 - 689 - 0880  
 

 

mailto:president@ontariosteelheaders.ca
mailto:membership@ontariosteelheaders.ca
mailto:webmaster@ontariosteelheaders.ca
mailto:flyshop@grindstoneangling.com


 

2010 What a Year! 
 
From last year at this time, up until this year, we can proudly say one hell of a lot has been accomplished. For 
starters there was the annual spring transfer of adult steelhead into the prime spring waters of the Otter and 
Beatty Rivers above Walkerton. Our totals were accomplished and those silver hens and hooked nosed males 
were allowed to get in on some of the finest cold, clear spawning waters found anywhere in the province. 
 
As has been the case in the past five years, members of the Ontario Steelheaders worked in close conjunction 
with the members of the Lake Huron Fishing Club to collect and fertilize approximately 125,000 steelhead eggs at 
Dennyôs Dam for transfer to the Lake Huron Clubôs Kincardine hatchery. Once the eggs were shipped to the 
Kincardine facility, the boys took over the job of babysitting the little finned devils and trust me; this is the most 
important part of the game. Picking and sorting eggs, removing mortalities and feeding the hungry little trout is 
never an easy task.  
 
The members of the Lake Huron Club do one hell of a job and as far as Iôm concerned, they do it better than 
anyone else in the province. If you get the opportunity please visit the Kincardine facility. When it comes to 
volunteer hatcheries, this volunteer facility really is the best in the province and deserves a visit. 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

www.ontariosteelheaders.ca  

The two clubs; the Ontario 
Steelheaders and the Lake Huron 
Fishing Club really are making 
dramatic improvements not only 
to the Saugeen River, but Lake 
Huron as well. No one can 
dispute the fact that the 
Saugeenôs steelhead fishery has 
improved tenfold since this 
working partnership between the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, the 
Lake Huron Fishing Club and the 
Ontario Steelheaders was 
initiated a little more than five 
years ago.  And trust me. Itôs only 
going to get better! 
 
 
 

Darryl Choronzey 
 

Fisheries Liaison Officer 
Ontario Steelheaders 

http://www.ontariosteelheaders.ca/


Walkerton Fishway gets 
a major Overhaul 
 

The following Article appeared in the Owen Sound Sun Times on November 30
th

 2010 the work described 
and photographed took place on December 3

rd
 2010.                  

 --- Article compiled by Al Frenette --- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

  

 

 

 

Change at Walkerton dam should help fish . 

By: PAUL  JANKOWSKI    SUN TIMES STAFF   ς   Press Release By Darryl Choronzey  

A new fishway being installed at the dam in Walkerton on Friday will have a major impact on sports angling in the 

whole Saugeen watershed, a Ministry of Natural Resources official said Monday.  

"It's going to greatly enhance natural spawning and natural reproduction in the Saugeen. This will have positive results," 

acting Grey County biologist Jody Scheifley said in an interview.  

The idea behind the new fishway is to "get fish into the headwaters, all the cold water that's upstream from Walkerton. 

That's where the cold water is, the Beatty Saugeen, all the tributaries that feed into the Saugeen River. All the cold water 

that's necessary for rainbows to spawn and successfully hatch their young is all upstream of this dam," he said.  

The dam at Walkerton has a fishway built in 1986 that just wasn't working, Scheifley said. A two-year study he did 

concluded last year that fish just can't get through it.  

"It was a good attempt, the concept was good, but the design just didn't come through, so we're just basically rectifying that 

original design. We're still using a lot of the components of the first fishway, but we've made it better," Scheifley said.  

Scheifley said he spoke to various groups about his conclusions "and everybody bought in, everybody from Brockton's 

mayor to you name it."  

The Ontario Steelheaders, the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, the Municipality of Brockton, the Lake 

Huron Fishing Club, the Bruce Resource Stewardship Network, the Grey County Forest Stewardship Network and 

the MNR all teamed up for the new fishway project. The partners raised somewhere between $35,000 and $40,000 to 

make it possible.  

"The community came together," Scheifley said.  

There are a number of other barriers to migrating fish along the Saugeen -- from Denny's Dam at Southampton to the Maple 

Hill dam near Hanover -- but the Walkerton dam is "the real culprit" in keeping fish out of cold-water spawning areas, 

Scheifley said.  

Getting rid of the dam entirely is "something Brockton is exploring. I wouldn't want to comment on their behalf," but it would 

be an expensive and time-consuming proposition requiring an environmental assessment, feasibility studies, engineering 

and capital costs, he said. "So this is probably a Band- Aid solution until hopefully, at some time, the dam is removed."  

MNR's position on the dam is "as with any barrier, it's better to have it removed. Any barrier in place is a restriction . 

. . the health and the integrity of the river would be much better if it is removed," Scheifley said.  

While the trout fishery is expected to benefit most, the fishway should also benefit salmon, he added.  

"It's hard to say, it might even pass some warm-water fish like bass and pike, but it's predominately the cold-water species 

that have a lot more energy for jumping, like the salmon and rainbow trout and brown trout."  



 

    
A new trash  boom was put in place and a temporary berm was constructed to hold back the water. The top and bottom 
plates were then removed.  

      
 The engineered flow -control device which can be adjusted for optimum flo w rates is carefully hois ted in    
place and anchored . 

            Continued next pageé 

 

Fletcher Sports          
              Hwy 6N & Ledgerock Rd.                       

              Owen Sound, On.                       

                                  519 -371 -8587                                                             

       Proud Sponsor of the Saugeen Enhancement Program  

 

 



 

      

The berm is removed and optimum flow is restored to the upper entrance (left) creating a much improved, 

and now easily -negotiated lower en trance.  

        

      The trash boom remains in place to divert debris (left) and ñThe Crewò pose for the camera. 

Photos By: Darryl Choronzey 

 

   ñThis will  make a difference on the Saugeen ò 

          Jody Schiefeley ,  MNR ï Owen Sound  

 

Grindstone Angling 

Ontarioôs Premier Fly Shop, 
Outfitter & Guide Service 

 

905 - 689 - 0880  
 



 

       

 

www.ontariosteelheaders.ca 
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An Honest To God, On e of a  Kind, 

Once in  a Lifetime , Steelhead Float 

Rod and Reel         By: Darryl Choronzey 

  
Like I said somewhere in my ramblings; raising steelhead, fixing fishways and tearing down dams costs 

money. We are creating the best steelhead fishing, but we can always use money. With that in mind, I contacted a 

few good friends of mine for a little assistance and boy did they come to our aid big time. 

 

Itôs called the ñSaugeen Steelheader Specialò and youôve got a chance to win it and also sell tickets on it. 
Itôs an honest to God, one of a kind Steelhead two piece 13 foot Steelhead float rod, with a one of a kind Center 

Pin reel and itôs tied by Canadaôs finest steelheader. And on top of all that, itôs the only one of its kind to ever be 

made now or forever. 

 

This past autumn I was driving around the continent with the wife. Sort of visiting friends I hadnôt seen in years, 

friends I had worked with for years and friends I respected and looked upon as the best in their trade. 

 

 

.  

 

 

                     
 

 

Then there was Barry Stokes. Heôs the head honcho over at Islander Reels. You know; that Canadian 

company http://www.islander.com on Vancouver Island. The company is the same one that makes the worldôs 

finest mooching, fly-fishing and float fishing reels. Once I headed back though northern Ontario I had to stop and 

see Brendan O Farrell. Some of you may not be familiar with Brendan. He hides away in a little town north of 

Manitoulin Island called Nairn Center. Heôs a great steelheader, one of the best. You can feel sorry for him 

because he lives in the bush, but what the hell, heôs surrounded by phenomenal steelhead waters and heôs happy.  

 

www.ontariosteelheaders.ca  

 

My first stop was to see Gary Loomis. Yeah, the 

same Gary Loomis that started and was president of 

the worldôs finest fishing rod company before he 

decided to sell and retire. Well now heôs back in the 

game and making the worldôs finest rod blanks with 

an all new company called North Fork Composites 

and you can Google him and the company at 

http://www.northforkcomposites.com 

 

  

http://www.ontariosteelheaders.ca/
http://www.northforkcomposites.com/


 

 
 

Anyways, to make a long story short, I went to my three good friends and told them our story about what we are 

doing on the Saugeen. You could call it mooching or a cry for help. I came up with an idea of getting the worldôs 

finest steelhead rod /reel combination created and all three came to my assistance and the assistance of the Ontario 

Steelheaders. Gary has contributed a special one of a kind North Fork Composite 13 foot, 2 piece, graphite blank. 

Good old Brendan is going to tie it all up in all its magnificence with a special wood handle included. Barry has 

even created and donated a one of a kind only (and I mean one of a kind) specially designed and engraved, 

Saugeen Steelheader Islander Float reel.  Did I keep saying one of a kind? Trust me there never has been and ever 

will be another like it. This rod really is one of a kindé..geez, I said it again.  
 

Take the time to type in the websites of all three sponsors of this fantastic presentation Steelhead outfit.  Read their 

stories and youôll soon discover just who they are and what they are donating to our cause. 
 

Tickets will be sold from spring till fall by the Ontario Steelheaders and tackle shops throughout Southern Ontario. 

For inquiries e-mail: webmaster@ontariosteelheaders.ca 
 

 

 
 

           

J&S Tackle 
5101 Hwy #21 South, Port Elgin, On.  

(519) 832 -2827  

ARCHERY + FISHING TACKLE + HUNTING  
www.fishingpros.ca  

 

Brendan is also in my humble opinion the finest rod 

builder/tier in the country. Hell, maybe in the whole world. By 

the way, his wood handled rods are also the best as well. Heôs 

even started up a specialty rod business called Twisted and 

Addicted http://www.twistedandaddicted.com 

 Now that heôs creating fish rod masterpieces, heôs discovered 

that real work means less fishing! 

Please buy some 

tickets of your own for 

this great prize. Matter 

of fact, pick up some 

books from our 

directors and sell those 

tickets and we can get 

on with making the 

Saugeen River the 

finest steelhead stream 

east of the Rocky 

Mountains. 

 
         óCronzyô 
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Adult Transfer  Update : 
 

One Thousand Adults to Get the ñUpstream Taxi Rideò 
              Darryl Choronzey 

 
Geez, itôs amazing how some big, brawling steelhead enjoy life. Not only do they get to enjoy a little sex in some of the finest 
cold, clear spawning water in the country, but they also get to be taxied up to the bedroom to enjoy the nookie as well. 
 

The Ontario Steelheaders have been transporting adult steelhead up into the Otter and Beatty rivers for what seems to be 
eons. The reason?...getting these big, beautiful fish to spawn in the best water conditions possible, deposit their eggs and 
have their wild offspring hatch, grow and imprint to these two marvelous streams. When they smolt and drop down to Lake 
Huron to grow, the Beatty and Otter will always be lurking in their minds. 
 

The Saugeen is one great big, beautiful river, but three or four dams have been preventing the majority of adults from 
reaching the prime upstream stretches to deposit those valuable eggs. The trailering method for the time being anyways is 
essential to kick-starting rainbow production in the Saugeen. 

 

                       
 

This year thereôs a transfer permit made out and ready to go for 1,000 adult steelhead to be moved upstream. For the time 
being, these fish need assistance to get past three dams at Walkerton and above to enter prime spawning water. 

 

Remember please, we need your assistance this spring to make this 

possible and continue this great program.    ïCronzy- 
    

 
Volunteers with the Ontario Steelheaders 
clean the debris from the inlet of 
Walkertonôs Truax Dam Fishway in 
October, for the 7 th time that season. The 
trash-boom designed to deflect debris from 
the intake was not in place. The fishway 
was upgraded in the fall of 201 0. Read the 
full story on page 5.  



   

DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ !ƴƎƭŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƛƴƎ hƴ .ƻŀǊŘ 
                           
 
Thereôs no denying that the working arrangement between the Ontario Steelheaders, the Lake Huron Fishing Club is 
attracting a lot of attention. Well, what can you expect?  Weôre bringing the steelhead back to the Saugeen in phenomenal 
numbers. Matter of fact, we should be downright proud of ourselves. 
 
But what are we doing differently to reach this dramatic return of steelhead to the Saugeen? Iôll give you three good reasons 
for steelhead survival and steelhead returns with our program.   
 
For starterôs we donôt remove belly fins when clipping our fish for identification.Our steelhead for the most part now are only 
identified with the removal of the small adipose fin. Common sense should be simple. Before you put a little kid on the bus 
for the first day of kindergarten do you amputate the kidôs leg? No! Same with a trout! Those pectoral and ventral fins are like 
baffles on an airplane. They are all important to fish when they go hunting down food. For years the Ministry of Natural 
Resources demanded one or more belly fins had to be removed from hatchery raised trout and salmon to identify them. Now, 
think hard about this. Did the brain trust behind the idiotic Atlantic program remove belly fins from their fish? Not on your life. 
They pulled out all the stops for this creature and its chances for survival. Well, whatôs good for the goose is good for the 
gander. We pushed for no fin clipping at all on our trout. We didnôt achieve our goal, but gladly settled for just the small 
adipose to be removed for identification. 
 
Number two, as already noted, the Lake Huron Fishing Club does a great job of raising big, beautiful 7 to 8 inch smolt. Big 
year-old steelhead are a necessity for maximum survival once the fish are ready for release. Other clubs may talk big 
numbers, but raising big numbers of fry and small fingerlings may look good on paper, but not on the end of a fishing rod. 
They just donôt survive in the wild and to me are just a waste of money and hatchery space. Spend a little time studying the 
efforts and results of these clubs and even when the Ministry of Natural Resources stocked fry and small fingerlings and see 
whatôs producedé.NOT MUCH. Again, our phenomenal success is largely responsible due to the quality size and age of the 
fish the Lake Huron Fish Club send out the hatchery door. 
 
Then thereôs that all important imprinting. Again, we release our fish approximately 50 miles upriver from Lake Huron. Thatôs 
a lot of miles for smolting steelhead to suck up their surroundings as they head down to the lake. Imprinting at its finest! 
 
Anyways, I got a phone call from Jody Scheifley the other day and he mentioned that he had made a presentation to the 
Georgian Triangle Anglersô Association on possibly reviewing and changing some of their fish rearing directions. From there I 
drove over to meet with Frank De Graff of the hatchery manager for the Georgian Triangle Anglersô Association to talk 
steelhead and hatcheries. 
 
Now in the past, this club has carried out a heck of a lot of work raising and rearing brown trout, brook trout and steelhead. 
Theyôve had a lot of success and then again theyôve also been disappointed with some of their results. Jody mentioned to 
them how our program has really kick-started the Saugeen into gear in a really big way over the past few years. 

 

   
 

Now plans are underway for the 
Georgian Bay club to reduce the 
number of brown trout presently 
being raised, cut back on the stocking 
of fry and fingerling steelhead and 
use the additional space to produce 
big, dynamic yearling steelhead 
instead of small fingerlings. The 
yearling steelhead they release next 
year will also not have any of their 
belly or bottom fins removed, but 
instead the small upper adipose in 
the same manner our fish are 
identified. Geez, itôs nice to see 
sportsmen and the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources are finally on the 
same page when it comes to location 
stocking and fish clipping. 



 

Then, thereôs that vital matter of imprinting. The Georgian Triangle boys will be releasing their yearling 
steelhead far up the Beaver River next time around to achieve that imprinting. 
 
Theyôre achieving all three important goals and will be seeing their results in a few short years when 
those big runs of steelhead begin to return. 
 
Again, hats-off to Jody Schiefley and the Owen Sound office of the Ministry of Natural Resources. The 
MNR and the Georgian Triangle Anglersô Association are making big inroads into putting a very 
important game fish back on track in Georgian Bay. 
 
Rememberébig, quality fish, adipose clips only, and a long way up the river when releasing those fish 
for proper imprinting.  Itôs imperative! 
 

   
          
 

 

 

HELP WANTED: 
 

 The Ontario Steelh eaders  are interested in putting your talents to work ! If you 
believe you have a special talent to contribute to the mana gement of this organization, 
please donôt delay!! There are many ways you can contribute as our directors require 
assistants to compliment their efforts. Please contact a director and we will do our best 
to put your skills to work to enhance  and protect this fishery. 
 

 

                                                                   

                                                                                              
 

      CENTERPIN ANGLING 
 

#348 -1154 Warden Avenue (Mailing Address Only)   
Toronto, Ontario  

M1R 0A1  
 

416-759-6153 

www.centerpinangling.com  

 

And for those remaining clubs that 
havenôt got the big streams to deal with; 
switch over to short period ópenô rearing 
to imprint those valuable fish your 
raising. Close to shore or shoreline 
dumping really is a waste. 
 

  Seriously, 

 
  Darryl Choronzey 
  Fisheries Liaison Officer 
  Ontario Steelheaders 



A Special Thanks To The Toronto          

Sportsmenôs Show   
 
Everyone knows about the Toronto Sportsmanôs Show. Itôs that humongous outdoors event thatôs staged every year down 
near the metro waterfront. You know; the big outdoors extravaganza every March thatôs been an annual event for something 
like what seems to have been a thousand years. You went there as kids and now take your kids and even grandkids there 
every year. 
 
But did you know the Toronto Sportsmen Show is a major part of the Canadian National Sportsmenôs Shows? Did you 
know that they started up way, way, way back in 1948? Hell on that subject?  I was even started up way, way, way back in 
1948. But anyways, did you also know the big shows, especially the Toronto Sportsmen Show is a non-profit corporation that 
have raised and donated more than 31 million dollars in grants toward outdoor endeavours? Did you know that I know I know 
Walter Oster the head honcho of the Sportsmen Show? 
 
Now letôs see. We all love the Toronto Sportsmenôs Show. The Toronto Sportsmenôs Show financially assists deserving 
outdoor groups working to improve the outdoors. The Ontario Steelheaders are definitely a deserving group working their 
butts off to improve and make the Saugeen River the finest steelhead river east of the Rocky Mountains. I know Walter 
Oster. Donôt forget, Iôm as old as the Toronto Sportsmenôs Show. 
 
I make a phone call to Walter Oster and explain our accomplishments, our present endeavours and our need for financial 
assistance. I enquire if Walter can see the importance of something in the way of a five thousand dollar grant. Walter thinks it 
over for a short period, notes the importance of what we are accomplishing and graciously agrees to assist our efforts with a 
cheque for five thousand dollars to help us out with our goal of making the Saugeen River the finest steelhead stream east 
of the Rocky Mountains. 
 
Please remember folks that the Canadian National Sportsmenôs Shows puts back what they take in. Also remember that we 
received that five thousand dollars from Walter Oster and the Toronto National Sportsmenôs Show when we really needed 
assistance. 
 
And to Walter Oster, thank you very much for your foundationôs assistance. 
 
But, geez, I wish I would have thought a little longer and asked for a little more.       

 

Another great partner comes to assistance of the Ontario Steelheaders! 

         
 

Walter Oster presents Darryl Choronzey with a cheque for 5000.00 to help        

the Ontario Steelheaders with their fisheries enhancement projects. 
 

óCronzyô 



 

STEELHEAD EXPRESS  II 
Rolls out in style               By:  Al Frenette  

 
This project began one day in November when a half dozen or our members litera lly dug her out from a pile of junk  and 

overgrowth at a local farm where sh e had been resting for several years. With a quick phone call to the  towing company, Dave 
from Southport towing carefully hoisted and towed it to Dennyôs Park where the work began. We took measurements and 

made a shopping list and set to work the following  weekend. Again, a half dozen volunteers got to work on her while others 
cheered us oné We put brand new axles, tires, lights and spare tire on it that weekend and got it rolling again but there was 

plenty of work still to do . Our work continued in bursts all winter. We rebuilt the aera tor pump, cut out the old drain valve and 

replaced it with a new 4 inch set -up exactly like the #1 tanker. We replaced the old lid clamps with giant wing nuts and 
Stainless steel hold-down bars like we did with #1 last year. The good folks at the graphics shop did another great job with 

the decals and with some final assembly, she was ready for paint. Karl Redin and Les Lovegrove painted up the frame on 
March 19th an epic battle between man and paintbrush  to put the final touc h on it.  The #2 tanker is  now ready for loads of 

chromers and looking for driverséwatch for her this springé she looks great!! 
 

         
           

 The Steelhead Express is an important part of our operations at Ontario Steelheaders. It is used to 
transfer adult steelhead to prime spawning habitat and also used to release yearling smolt from the 
hatcheries. Many thanks to South Port Towing of Southampton and to Advantage Vinyl & Graphics of 
Brantford for another awesome job on the decals! Thanks to Gary at Transway Systems of Hamilton, 
Rubberline Products of Brantford and Standard Axle in Woodstock for all of their contributions and 
donations and helping us stretch our dollars. Special thanks to R& D Fabrication in Paris for a great job 
on the welding and fabrication work! We also need to thank the volunteers who spent their weekends 
working on this project and to the hecklers at Dennyôs Park for their moral support! 

 
There is still a small amount of work yet to do on Tanker #1 and we will get to that work after the 

Adult Transfer and smolt-release this springéWatch for work-day announcements.     ïAl 
 

 
 

                     

              
 
 



 

  Saugeen River Rainbow Trout Enhancement Project 
 

 Winter -Spring update 
    

                     
 

In the spr ing of 2010:  
 

 39 volunteers, worked 13 days spanning 3 weeks, and over 1600 work hours between April 1st to the 17th , to 

capture 1743 adult steelhead at Dennyôs Dam, more than doubling our count of 786 in the spring of 2009!!  
 

 309 adults were transported v ia the Steelhead Express and released upstream to the prime spawning grounds of the 

Beatty Saugeen, and Otter Creek.  
 

 329,477 eggs we harvested and fertilized from 60 males and 86 females. 
 

 131,036 were directed to the LHFC Kincardine Hatchery, and 198,441 were transported to the Mildmay hatchery.  

 
 57,359 six to eight inch yearling rainbows were released into Otter Creek and the Saugeen River from the 2009 egg 

collection. 

 

Hard-hats off to all the volunteers who are involved in transforming this fishery. All 

of our achievements are made possible with your ñHELPING HANDSò 
 

 

Work  resume s in April  2011  
 

We have a permit to transport up to 1000 adults upstream via the Steelhead 

Express tankers, and the LHFC will have  up to  40 loads of yearlings  ready for 

releas e. The  Egg Collection program will be running as usual  and we need to 

collect an additional 100,000 eggs this year . We need drivers with full size Pick -

Ups  or SUVõs and volunteers to work weekdays at Dennyõs Dam  Fish -way . 

 

Please contact Rod Jones and Al F renette at: al_frenette@rogers.com  

if you c an help.  
  

Letõs hope for great weather and water conditions for another great year.  

 Have fun and work safe !!  
 

 

mailto:al_frenette@rogers.com


 

  Spring Stocking Goes on Without a Hitch- 
            
 

Where do all these fish come from? No one can deny that steelhead are coming back to the Saugeen in big numbers, if not record 

numbers. Visit Steelheaders Park from mid-September and all the way around till late May and itõs pretty obvious that an awesome 

number of trout are being pulled out of the waters from Dennyõs Dam downstream to below the Graveyard Hole. If an accurate census 

was taken, itõs pretty clear that the big river is the finest trout stream in the province. 
 

Yea, we get some Yankee strays and the river is kicking out a large number of wild fish thanks to the transfer program, but look at 

those missing fin clips from stocked fishéour fish. When you are looking for those missing fins, pay close attention to the absence of 

the adipose fin. It amazes me, just how many anglers think theyõve caught a ôwildõ fish, when it fact, itõs a stocked fish, missing that 

small ôadiposeõ fin. 
 

 
 

Thatõs why we stock our steelhead fingerlings every spring all the way upstream at Lobies Park in Walkerton, Ontario. And thatõs the 

reason for the recent success of our joint program. 
 

Last spring and again this spring, we have and will be releasing close to, or more than, 65,000 prime yearling steelhead to the 

upstream waters of the Saugeen. The work is fun, but the work is also tedious, especially for some of us old guys. I would like to thank 

everyone that has helped out in the past and are helping out again this spring and hopefully for the springs to come. I could name 

names, especially some of those park members that have been doing this for years. They never seem to miss a shift and can always be 

counted on no matter rain or shine. Iõm not going to name names, because at my age Iõll miss one or two and then Iõll find myself in big 

crap. But, thanks everyone for your past efforts and I hope we can count on everyone again in the coming weeks to get out and give a 

hand, get a little wet and have all that fun keeping the fishery improving on the Saugeen. 
 

We should be moving those 65,000 yearlings up to Lobies by the middle of April. Once again, the release of fish up in the waters around 

Walkerton is essential for successful returns of adults back to the river. Imprinting these robust little guys is all important. 

 

Many thanks again to the volunteers. 

 
Darryl Choronzey 
Fisheries Liaison Officer 
Ontario Steelheaders 

 

 

Every spring for the past five years, the members of the Lake 

Huron and Ontario Steelheaders are pulling fish tankers back and forth 

from the Kincardine hatchery to Lobies Park in beautiful downtown 

Walkerton. The reason is simple. You need two important factors to 

successfully stock fish. Fish in prime condition are a must. They have to 

be big and robust and when it comes to yearling steelhead they have to 

be bang on at the smolting stage. The boys from the Lake Huron Fishing 

Club make certain the trout yearlings are big, strong and ready to 

smolt. The second factor is a proper release site. These fish may be at 

the perfect size and stage of life, but they have to be allowed to imprint 

to their release location. Dumping them below Dennyõs Dam is a useless 

practice of the past. 

 

The release site in Walkerton is just perfect. Itõs a long 50 miles of 

winding river down to Lake Huron  and on their way downstream the 

smolt get to sniff out the characteristics of the Saugeen and imprint 

these characteristics into their brains so they remember where and 

when to come home in a few years to not only spawn, but create angling 

mayhem.  

 


